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GERMAN IN THE UNIVERSITY ELEMEN- 
TARY SCHOOL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

In the Elementary School of the University of Chicago German 
is begun in the fourth grade and carried on till the end of the 
seventh grade. Upon entering the fourth grade the pupil elects 
either French or German, and he is expected to continue the 
language chosen up to high school and through at ler.st two years 
of high school. The classes meet five times a week for periods 
of thirty minutes each. No preparation for the lesson is required 
in the fourth grade, but in the fifth grade from ten to fifteen 
minutes are Spent on each lesson. The preparation in the sixth 
and seventh grades demands from twenty to thirty minutes. 
Much of this preparation is done in the regular class period, so 
that as a matter of fact very little time is spent on the subject 
outside of class. 

The pedagogic principles underlying the German course in 
the Elementary School are practically the same as those on which 
the French course is based. The method used in the teaching 
of German is therefore very similar to the one used in the French. 
Since this method has been only recently (in the January, 191 8, 
number of this magazine) described in detail by Miss J. Spink, 
it seems unnecessary to go over the German course in the same 
way. It is therefore thought best to give merely an outline of 
the material used in the German course and to indicate where this 
course differs from the French course, the difference being due 
to the difference in the nature of the two languages. 

Grade IV 

PRONUNCIATION 

The pronunciation of German offers fewer difficulties than the 
pronunciation of French, and it is consequently possible to pro- 
ceed more rapidly with a beginning German class in the Elementary 
School than with a beginners' class in French. There is no 
systematic phonetic training, but when a child has difficulty in 
producing the new sounds he is shown how to produce them. 

(100) 
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VOCABULARY 

The course begins with the objects in the rooms. In connection 
with the objects, colors are taken up. The German alphabet 
is taught and the new words are frequently spelled aloud. Objects 
are followed by numbers from one to one hundred. The first 
verbs learned are "gehen," "laufen," "stehen," "kommen," 
"legen," "nehmen," "schreiben," "klopfen." Their meaning is 
illustrated by actions. In connection with these verbs the com- 
monest prepositions, such as "in," "an," "auf," "unter," etc., are 
taught. After the subjects which the room offers are fairly 
exhausted, pictures are introduced. These pictures are friezes 
used for the decoration of nurseries in Germany. They are 
chosen because they offer only a few actions at a time, so that 
the children can actually master the vocabulary of the picture. 
In connection with each picture rhymes, riddles, songs, little 
dialogues, poems, or short stories are taught. Usually eight pic- 
tures are introduced during the first year. The subjects of these 
pictures are: i. Children watching geese; 2. Children crossing 
a brook; 3. Children playing battledore and shuttlecock; 4. 
Christmas; 5. Children playing ball; 6. Children cooking and 
setting the table; 7. Children washing and drying clothes; 
8. The farmyard. 

The following rhymes, songs, etc., are learned during this year. 
(Nearly all of this material is to be found in "Fur kleine Leute," 
by A. T. Gronow, Ginn and Company.) 

Rhymes: Eins, zwei, drei, die Henne legt ein Ei, etc 

Eins, zwei, drei, vier, ein Stuck Papier, etc. 
Eins, zwei, drei, vier, funf, sechs, sieben, 
Wo ist denn der Hans geblieben, etc. 
Muh, muh, muh, so spricht die Kuh, etc. 
Alle meine Enten, etc. 
Backe, backe, Kuchen, etc. 
Das ist der Daumen, etc. 

Riddles: Ich habe einen Mund and keinen Kopf, etc. 

Ich habe Augen und sehe nicht, etc. 
Rumpelchen, Pumpelchen, etc. 
Es hat keine Beine und kann doch gehen, etc. 
Auf einem Baum sitzen neun Vogel, etc. 
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Dialogues : 



Songs: 



Singing Games : 



Games: 
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Guten Morgen, Herr Meier. 
Kauft mir eine Gans ab. 
Annemarie. 

A, B, C. 

Hopp, hopp, hopp. 

Kommt ein Vogel geflogen. 

Schlaf, Kindlein, schlaf. 

O Tannenbaum. 

Der Besen. 

Hanselein, willst du tanzen ? 

Spannenlanger Hansel. 

Wer eine Gans gestohlen hat. 

Haschen in der Grube. 

Die Waschfrauen. 

Es geht ein Bauer in den Wald. 

Der Wolf und die Ganse. 

Jakob, wobist du? 

Ich seh' etwas, was du nicht siehst. 

Kind, wer zupft dich am Haar. 

Ingeldi, mingeldi, hopp, hurra, wie 

viele Finger sind in der Hoh' ? 

Ich heisse Specht, wie heisst du? 

(Talking game. Each child takes the name of a 

bird.) 
Der Gemusemarkt. 



Reading 
During the first six weeks the children have no book. They 
do, however, read sentences from the blackboard. By this time 
they can pronounce simple German words when they see them. 
Now they are introduced to a primer, "Deutsche Fibel" by J. 
Sommer and A. Ostermann, Baltimore, Maryland, which contains 
many pictures and short sentences based on these pictures. 
This book is not only read, but practically memorized by the class. 
The book has only the German type and in order to make sure 
that the children know the letters each lesson is copied after it 
has been read a number of times. After six months of this work 
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the children begin to read simple stories in Foster's "Geschichten 
und Marchen." They read about ten of these stories, but the 
teacher reads a number of others aloud to the class . 

Grammar 
There is no formal grammar taught. We have some drill in 
the use of "der, die, das" and in the plural forms of nouns. 

Grade V 
Vocabulary 

The vocabulary which this grade is required to know by the end 
of the year is chiefly found in the first fifty lessons of "Fur kleine 
Leute." Part of this work is only a review of last year's work. 
We use this method : In going over a new lesson the children point 
out the words which are new to them. These words are under- 
lined and if the children cannot guess their meanings from the 
content they are asked to look them up in the vocabulary. In 
fact, special drill is given in looking up words. The children 
then study the new words until they not only know the meaning, 
but can also give the German sentences in which they occur. 
To bring about variety and also for the sake of review, pictures are 
introduced. We use "Wilke's Anschauungsbilder, Verlag von S. 
Hirzel, Leipzig." The children already know the names of many 
objects in these pictures, but the picture offers them the chance to 
use the familiar words in a new connection . The following pictures 
are taken up: 1. DerWald; 2. DerObstgarten; 3. Der Blumen- 
garten; 4. Das Dorf ; 5. Der Winter. 

Three games which afford excellent opportunity for conversa- 
tion are introduced this year. (They are found in "Fur kleine 
Leute.") 

1. Der Tisch ist gedeckt. 

2. Alle Vogel fliegen. 

3. Wasser, Luft, Feuer, Erde. 

It is understood, of course, that during these games, as during 
a regular lesson, no English is to be spoken unless a child asks 
special permission to do so. If a child breaks this rule, he is 
given some small task, such as memorizing a rhyme in German 
for the next day. The children consider this restriction of English 
speech and the task both in the nature of a game and it is not 
long before no English is heard in the class room. 
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Reading 
In addition to the work mentioned in "Fur kleine Leute" we 
finish reading Foster's "Geschichten und Marchen." Since it is 
frequently difficult to hold the attention of the whole class while 
one child reads, the following method is sometimes adopted: 
The reading of the various characters of the story is assigned to 
different children, while the descriptive part is given to another 
child. This brings about a more dramatic situation which com- 
mands the attention of every child. 

The following stories are usually read aloud to the fifth grade: 
i. Das gestohlene Kind (Guerber's "Marchen und Erzahlungen, 
Vol. I) 

2. Rosa von Tannenburg (Guerber, Vol. II) 

3. Der kleine Muck (Hauff), very much simplified 

Grammar (Without Technical Terms) 

1. About one hundred common nouns with "der, die, das." 

2. The use of "er, sie, es." 

3. The use of "ein, eine." 

4. The change from "der" and "das" to "dem" and of "die" 
to "der" after "aus," "bei," "mit," etc. 

5. The plural of some common nouns. 

6. The verb endings in the present tense of "haben," "sein," 
of the regular verbs, and of "essen," "sprechen," "geben," "wer- 
fen," "nehmen," "sehen," "lesen," "schlafen," "tragen," "laufen," 
"fallen," "waschen," "konnen," "wollen." 

Grade VI 
Vocabulary and Reading. Play 
The vocabulary is based on the last thirty lessons in "Fur 
kleine Leute" and on about twenty pages of "Jung Deutschland" 
by A. T. Gronow. This class also studies and presents a play, 
the performance of which takes from half to three-quarters of an 
hour. The play is given to the children in typewritten form. 
It is read and explained and the parts are assigned to the various 
children by the class. Every child takes part in the play. In 
some cases the leading character is played by a different child 
in each act. The play is presented in a morning assembly. 
The work is done for the following reasons : (a) It offers an excel- 
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lent and natural way of teaching good and colloquial German, 
(b) The pupils, without losing interest, repeat their parts untir- 
ingly until every child knows the whole play by heart, (c) This 
ceaseless repetition produces a fluency in the use of the language 
which it is difficult to secure in any other way. (d) The impres- 
sion of a play is so deep that the whole class can reproduce a play 
verbally after a year's intermission, in fact, remembers it even 
after two or three years, (e) It affords a splendid chance for 
training the ear. (f) It makes the language extraordinarily 
living to them, (g) It creates an interest in the German not 
only in the class giving the play, but in all the other German 
classes that hear the play, (h) It offers a chance to familiarize 
the children with German folklore. We have given, for instance : 
Rubezahl, Reineke Fuchs, Rheinsage, etc. 

The following pictures are used: 1. Die Kuche; 2. Das 
Esszimmer; 3. Landschaft; 4. Winterbild. 

A number of stories are read to the class. Some of these are 
"Das Wirtshaus im Spessart," "Zwerg Nase," "Die Errettung 
Fatmes" by Hauff (much simplified), and others. 

Three new games are added : 

1. Das Raten von Personen oder Sachen. 

2. Wir kommen aus dem Mohrenland. 

3. Wie gefallt dir dein Nachbar? 

Grammar 

By the middle of this year we begin with technical grammar. 
The ground has been prepared for this by the work in forms under 
the lessons of "Fur kleine Leute." We take up : 

1. The strong declensions of the noun (in the singular, all three 
genders) with the definite and indefinite articles, with "dieser" 
and the possessive adjectives. 

2. The prepositions governing the dative, the accusative, 
and the dative and accusative. 

4. The reflexive verb. 

5. The present and imperfect of weak verbs and regular strong 
verbs. The work with the tenses is by far the most difficult part 
of the grammar for this age, while the declension does not cause 
nearly so much trouble. It is for this reason that most of the 
work with the tenses is left until the seventh grade. 
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Grade VII 

In order to have uniformity of work and to enable the children 
to take the same examination as the first year high-school pupils, 
we use in the seventh grade the same text as the first year high- 
school classes. This is "Das erste Jahr Deutsch" by Schmidt- 
Glokke. In addition to this the class finishes reading "Jung 
Deutschland." The average class does this work easily and the 
interest of the pupils is naturally stimulated by the fact that they 
are far enough advanced to take the high school examinations. 

And what is the advantage which children who have taken this 
four years' course in the Elementary School have over those who 
begin German in the high school, aside from the credit which 
they receive for their work? It is very difficult to state the actual 
value of the work in definite terms, since it lies mainly in a certain 
power which the pupil develops. He has had a chance to grow 
slowly into the foreign language and that which he has learned 
has become much more his own than if he had studied German for 
a year in high school. This power will show itself as he advances 
in the work and it should also facilitate the learning of other 
languages . (See in regard to this the statement of the high school, 
p. 107. 

Anna T. Gronow. 

Elementary School, University of Chicago. 



